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IO
1.0
CALL TO ORDER by President Heidi Mueller at 9:34am.
1.1 Roll Call 
Board Members Present: President Heidi Mueller; Mr. David Green; Mr. John Patrick Griffin; Dr. Shawn Jackson; and Ms. Jennifer Vidis.  
Board Members Not Present: Dr. Heather Dalmage
Others Present:  Mrs. NeAngela Dixon, Acting Chief Legal Counsel; Dr. Tresa Dunbar, Assistant Superintendent of Schools; Dr. Bambi Bethel-Leitschuh, Director of Special Education; and Mr. Ricardo D. Johnson, Career and Technical Education Director and Recorder. 
AI
2.0
CONSENT AGENDA


2.1
Approval of Agenda 
President Mueller motioned to move the approval of the July 19, 2019 agenda. Member Green motioned to approve the agenda and Member Vidis seconded.

Voice Vote

Aye:  Unanimous
Nay:  None

Motion Carries


2.2
Approval of Minutes 
President Mueller motioned to move the approval of the minutes for May 17, 2019. Member Griffin motioned to approve the minutes and Member Green seconded. 
Voice Vote

Aye:  Unanimous
Nay:  None

Motion Carries
IO
3.0
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   

Mr. Omar Yamini spoke about his program that will help young people avoid the pitfalls that lead to incarceration. He stated that he is a vendor to major school districts across the country, and has presented at 50 schools on a national level. He also stated that his book What’s Wrong With You is being read by students across the country. Mr. Yamini would like to partner with the School District. His company targets youth enrolled in alternative schools.
IO
4.0
PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
Director Mueller mentioned that the College of DuPage partnership will resume in August, with six graduates and 2 high school students. She also mentioned that Erin Johnson, the Chief of Staff, is working with Chicago State University to establish a partnership. Director Mueller also stated that Impact Alliance is reviewing the Department’s policies to help the Department to be inclusive. The second phase will consist of interviews with the Executive Staff. The third phase will consist of a survey. She also introduced the Department’s new Public Information Officer Jamilah Motley-Brown. Director Mueller requested that Ms. Motley-Brown speak more about the Department’s mission. Ms. Motley-Brown mentioned that a video will be filmed in Springfield to highlight the Department’s “Mission to Me”. In the video, youth will also be able to share about the Department’s “Mission to Me”. Director Mueller also mentioned that NeAngela Dixon has been officially appointed as Chief Legal Counsel.
Next Director Mueller allowed our court monitor Dr. Peter Leone to speak. Dr. Leone complimented the work being done with Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice. He mentioned that a lot of progress has been made within the six years of his being involved with the Department. Major changes include change in leadership, which focus on youth development and preparing them to properly leave the facilities and be productive when they return to their local communities. He stated that Director Mueller’s support for the youth and CTE education are both fabulous, and that youth are excited about the facilities’ certificated programs.  Dr. Leone further stated that the community connections help youth bridge to the local community, and that it is great that the Department allows arts, community colleges, etc. to support the youth through literacy and post-secondary options. He also stated that blended learning is a work in process, and that Harrisburg and Pere Marquette are further along in blended learning and direct instruction. He stated that the school calendar needs improvement. Dr. Leone recommended that all teachers should be on the same calendar, which would better allow for professional development. He stated that during school closings, arts and other community programs can be contracted to service justice-involved youth. Dr. Leone also recommended a competitive salary to sustain and retain teacher. He stated that salaries should be adjusted to reflect 12-month employment and to maintain continuity of instruction.
Director Mueller mentioned that legislation recently passed to allow IDJJ to set its own policy about family engagement. She also mentioned that the Department is building its HR areas to better address hiring challenges that have been mentioned by Dr. Leone.

IO
5.0
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Sophia Jones-Redmond acknowledged her Executive Team during the vacancy of her Administrative Assistant. She mentioned that the position has been filled and the new Administrative Assistant will start August 1, 2019. 
IO
5.1
Trauma-Informed Care (TIC) Initiative

Dr. Jones-Redmond mentioned that trauma-informed care is being created not 
only within the school, but also the facilities, through a contract with Dr. David Fischer. Dr. Jones mentioned that Dr. Fischer created goals for the School District, which will include surveys and focus groups conducted by Dr. Fischer.

IO
5.2
Driver Education Program (Harrisburg and Pere Marquette)

Dr. Jones-Redmond mentioned that Harrisburg and Pere Marquette would be the pilot schools for the School District’s new Driver Education Program and that ISBE-licensed teachers will be able to travel to other schools to teach the new Driver Education Program.

AI
5.3
Accelerated Program Pilot (Harrisburg)

Dr. Jones-Redmond mentioned that 10 laptops have been ordered and are being imaged by DoIT for the new Accelerated Program being piloted at Harrisburg.

IO 
5.4
Sensory Room (St. Charles)

Dr. Jones-Redmond mentioned that equipment has bene ordered for the new Sensory Room at St. Charles. The ordered equipment includes sensory lights, punching bags, motion lights, water falls, bouncy chairs, and rugs. She also mentioned that the Sensory Room has been painted light blue and will be available for both staff and students. The Sensory Room is scheduled to open August 15, 2019.
IO
5.5
Staffing Report 
Dr. Jones-Redmond reviewed the Staffing At a Glance Report, which shows that the School District is in full compliance for staffing. 

IO
5.6
June 2019 Special Education Reports

Director of Special Education Dr. Bambi Bethel-Leitschuh mentioned that she has a goal of continuing to work in partnership with Chief Legal Counselor NeAngela Dixon, Dr. Jones-Redmond, and Dr. Dunbar and that she appreciated their support. She also mentioned that there are five Special Education Resource Coordinators and there will be intensive training at all schools, as there are two youth placed into restrictive environment who are in need of additional training.

IO
5.7
June 2019 Principal Data and Education Reports

Assistant Superintendent Dr. Tresa Dunbar mentioned that School District #428 has applied to be a SAT test center provider at all schools, and that Chicago has been approved and the other four schools are pending approval. 

IO
5.8
CTE and Post-Secondary Programming across the School District Update

CTE Director Mr. Ricardo D. Johnson mentioned that the School District is awaiting the site inspection to be conducted by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulations and that after the inspection the Cosmetology program will have a soft opening and plan for a Summer grand opening. Mr. Johnson further mentioned that the equipment for the new Barber program for IYC Chicago is still on order. Mr. Johnson also mentioned that Dedication Ceremony for the Library Box Initiative for the Village of Ford Heights has been scheduled for July 30, 2019 at noon and will be held at Tidye A. Phillips School in Ford Heights. He also mentioned that the new Public Information Officer Jamilah Motley-Brown has disseminated a press release regarding the Dedication Ceremony, which has received a lot of media coverage. Mr. Johnson acknowledged Board Member Griffin for arranging the new partnership with Open Books who will donate books to the Ford Heights Library Box Project on a long-term, as-needed basis.
IO
6.0
BOARD DISCUSSION ITEMS 

Director Mueller recognized the efforts of the School District’s Central Office Administration Team for the progress that have been made due to the competence and passion for the work we do. Director Mueller mentioned that she would like to implement more post-secondary opportunities for the youth wer serve. She asked board members to assist with college opportunities for IDJJ youth.

AI
7.0 
ADJOURNMENT
President Miller motioned to close the Board of Education meeting. Member Vidis motioned to approve to close the Board of Education meeting and Member Griffin seconded.

Voice Vote

Aye:  Unanimous

Nay:  None

Motion Carries

Meeting adjourned at 11:35am.
